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The ATO are coming! 
 
The ATO is carrying out two new data 
matching programs to identify non-
compliance with registration, 
lodgement, reporting and payment 
obligations, i.e., looking for tax avoiders.  
In addition there is a renewed focus on 
super obligations. 
 

Motor Vehicles 
The ATO have announced a new “Motor 
vehicle data matching program” to 
collect details of individuals or businesses 
that have acquired a vehicle costing 
$10,000 or more in the 2011/12 and the 
2012/13 financial years. 
 
It will acquire information from every 
State and Territory vehicle registration 
authority. 
 
It is expected that records relating to 
approximately 2.8 million individuals will 
be matched. 
 
The program will enable the ATO to 
address the compliance behaviour of 
individuals and businesses buying and 
selling motor vehicles who may not be 
correctly meeting their taxation 
obligations and particularly will target: 

 high risk non-lodgers; and 

 those with undeclared income. 
 
Share Transactions 
The ATO have also announced a new 
“Share transactions data matching 
program” that will acquire details of 
share acquisitions and sales from 20 
September 1985 from: 

 Link Market Services Limited; 

 Computershare Limited; 

 Australian Securities Exchange 
Limited; 

 Boardroom Pty Ltd; 

 Advanced Share Registry Services 
Pty Ltd; and 

 Security Transfer Registrars Pty Ltd. 
 
The type of data that the ATO will collect 
includes the name and address of the 
taxpayer, and the date, price and number 
of shares acquired or sold. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It estimates that more than 95 million 
records will be obtained, including the 
records for approximately 1.2 million 
individuals. 
 
The fact that this program collects 
information back to 20 September 1985 
raises concerns that the ATO might 
amend assessments up to 30 years old! 
 
However, the ATO have come out and 
said that it is only going back to when 
Capital Gains Tax (CGT) was first 
introduced so that it can identify ‘post-
CGT shares’ and calculate the cost base 
where shares have recently been sold 
(for example, if they were bought in 1986 
and sold in 2014). 
 
The objectives are to generally: 

 identify income tax returns that may 
not include accurate information 
relating to the disposal of shares and 
securities, especially in relation to 
CGT; and 

 identify taxpayers that have 
outstanding returns or have not 
correctly registered for their 
taxation obligations. 

 
Superannuation 
The ATO is also increasing audit activity 
around super obligations.   
 
So this is a timely reminder that 
employers must: 

 contribute super at a rate of 9.5%; 

 make contributions by the quarterly 
cut-off dates (28 October, 28 
January, 28 April, 28 July); 

 pay super for eligible contractors, 
even if the contractor quotes an 
ABN; 

 keep accurate records; 

 give an employee’s tax file number 
to their super fund within 14 days of 
receiving it and; 

 lodge a superannuation guarantee 
charge statement quarterly if they 
haven’t paid the correct amount by 
the cut-off date. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember, if you receive a call from the 
ATO and you’re uncomfortable 
answering their questions over the 
phone, feel free to tell them to call us 
instead, or (if they insist on speaking to 
you) that you would like to speak to 
them later (after speaking to us!). 
 
Fortunately very few of our clients have 
been subject to an audit.  However, from 
time to time we do receive letters from 
the ATO where they suspect that a client 
has undeclared income.  This may be for 
example interest, foreign income, and 
capital gains.  We have also had a few 
clients who have been subject to a 
‘superannuation guarantee review’.  If 
we receive such a notice we will either 
forward the letter to you for action or 
contact you directly.  In most cases we 
can sort the discrepancy out and at the 
very least explain what is going on and 
assist you through the audit process.   
 
Audit events can unfortunately be a time 
consuming process and whilst we try to 
keep our fees to the minimum we do 
have to charge for services that surround 
these events.   Be mindful of the fact that 
some household insurance policies these 
days can also cover you for expenses 
incurred if you are subject to audit.  If 
you are not covered in this regard you 
may like to consider taking out specific 
‘audit insurance’.   
 
As always please contact our office if you 
have any concerns.   
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This newsletter is presented in summary form as 
a guide only for our clients.  It should not be 
relied on as a substitute for detailed advice or 
solely as the basis for making business or 
investment decisions 
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